
El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
Mailing address: 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road, ES, 94803  
We meet on: 2ndWednesday of the Month at 7:00 P.M.  

Location: Richmond ELKS Lodge #1251  
3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante 

 
The ESMAC is an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors 

 
Chair: Xina Ash Vice Chair: Thomas Lang Secretary: Tom Owens  
Members at-large: Jim Hermann, Andrew Chahrour, Robin Tanner, Dr. Melinda V. McLain 
Alternates: Joe Sarapochillo, Shirley Rosenthal-Winston 
  

The El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council (ESMAC) or subcommittees of ESMAC will provide 
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to attend ESMAC meetings or ESMAC 
subcommittee meetings. Please contact the ESMAC Chair Xina Ash at least 24 hours before the 
meeting at: xa.esmac@gmail.com 
 
Printed agendas are available for review at the El Sobrante Library and at the Sheriff’s Annex 
office. Electronic copies are available for download at: www.cocobos.org/gioia/elsobrantemac 

    
AGENDA for Wednesday, June 12, 2019 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for ESMAC 5-08-2019 
Treasurer’s Report – James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia 
 
P.1   Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.2   Presentation by California Highway Patrol, Officer Sean Wilkenfeld. 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.3   Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.4   Presentation by Consuelo Lara, Board Member West Contra Costa Unified School District 
(WCCUSD), regarding the new trustee area election process. 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.5   Presentation by Nabila Sher – Alcohol, Marijuana, and Prescription Drug (AMPD) 
Coalition Coordinator with Bay Area Community Resources (BACR). Ms. Sher and youth will 
be presenting on marijuana and prescription drug abuse. 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker  
 
P.6   Presentation by Non-profit partners, Mira Vista United Church of Christ and Planting 
Justice share their plans for 5166 Sobrante Avenue, the site of the former Adachi nursery. 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.7 Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia, monthly 
report 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker  

mailto:xa.esmac@gmail.com
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Public Comment – for items not on the agenda 
Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following:  
Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, appeals etc., 
received in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation and Development 
Department and Notices of Public Hearings.  
DI.1 – LP19-2018 Agency Comment Request. Land Use Pemit Application. The applicant 
requests approval of a Land Use Permit/Development plan and Development Plan Modification 
for a new plant nursery, community coffee shop, gathering space for religious services, and 
office space within an existing building. 
DI.2 – DP17-3048 Revised Development Plan Application  
DI.3 – MS19-0005 Minor subdivision application. Applicant wants to subdivide the property 
into 4 lots. 
 
 
Short Discussion Items 
SDI.1 Report from El Sobrante Valley Planning and Zoning Advisory Committee 
SDI.2 Citizens for a Greener El Sobrante (C4AGES) invites you to participate their 4th annual 
clean-up event at the San Pablo Reservoir. Saturday June 22nd, 9AM to 1PM 
  
 
Information Items 
10.1 – County Planning Commission meeting held May 22, 2019. No items identified for El 
Sobrante. 
10.2 – Contra Costa County Zoning Administrator May 20, 2019. No items identified for El 
Sobrante. 
10.3 – SPAWNERS Volunteer Work Party. Saturday June 15th, 9:30AM to noon. Wilkie Creek 
Restoration Site, 4805 Santa Rita Road in Richmond. Meet at the Wilkie Creek restoration site to 
learn about native plant gardening and help us restore this beautiful creekside park! No 
experience necessary. People with all levels of experience are welcome. Please wear sturdy 
shoes, comfortable work clothes, and bring a water bottle. SPAWNERS will provide tools, gloves, 
and snacks. 
 
ESMAC Subcommittees 
11.1  ESMAC Land Use 
11.2  ESMAC Safety  
11.3  ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach 
 
Announcements:   
 
Agenda Items / Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings: 
 
Adjournment: 



El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
 
Present: Xina Ash, Jim Hermann, Andrew Chahrour, Tom Lang, Melinda McLain, Joe 
Sarapochillo, Shirley Winston 
Excused Absence: Robin Tanner, Tom Owens 
Absent:  

 
Draft Minutes for Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance: Xina Ash 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 7:04p 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for ESMAC  4-10-2019; Motion to accept as presented 
(Tom Lang, seconded)- Aye: Melinda McLain, Jim Hermann, Andrew Chahrour, Joe 
Sarapochillo, Shirley Winston, Xina Ash 
Treasurer’s Report –$2,505 
Introduction of Speakers/Guests/Topics 

 
P.1 Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford: Spike 
in scans via impersonating government agencies. Examples – Phone call cloaking as a 
government agency requesting gift cards or credit cards. Public can reach out to the 
Sherriff to report and the Sheriff can perform additional outreach as deemed appropriate.  
 
P.2 Presentation by California Highway Patrol: stats fairly typical 
 
P.3 Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire: Safety reminder to sleep with bedroom 
doors closed to help mitigate fire travel within the home. Fire Season preparations to create 
defensible space around the home. June 16, 2019 is the last day to sign up for the weed 
abatement program. Goats R Us has been used locally and recently for some of the 
vegetation management. 
 
P.4 Presentation on illegal dumping issues – 1) by Brian Balbas, Contra Costa County 
Public Works Director to discuss the efforts of the County’s Illegal Dumping Taskforce 
and: The Board of Supervisors has set up a Task Force to address the Illegal Dumping with 
focus on Education and outreach, Prevention, Agreements with Haulers and other related 
issues.  2) by Mikki Norris on neighborhood strategies: Provided overview of the 2/2/19 
mtg initiated on Next Door where community members have brought forth ideas to work 
together to address Illegal Dumping. Some ideas surrounded working to get more 
neighborhood clean ups throughout the year, more competition for trash services, contract 
negotiations with Republic Services. John Astin was recognized as a local hero for using 
his trailer to pick up large items dumped on the roadsides over the years where the 
community had also lightly supported him with donations. 
 
P.5 Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia, 
monthly report: The El Sobrante Library has embraced the community’s concerns for after 
hour access and have modified their design to include an additional restroom that can be 
accessed by authorized groups for meetings after hours.  
 
Public Comment –  

 



Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following: 
DI.1 – Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, 
appeals etc., received in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation 
and Development Department and Notices of Public Hearings. (No applications were 
received this month) 
DI.2 - VR19-1004 – Letter sent to Planner. No update to determination. 
 

 
Short Discussion Items 
SDI.1 – Report from El Sobrante Valley Planning and Zoning Advisory Committee 
SD1.2 – ESMAC Land Use may be useful for 2020 General Plan Update. Town Hall 
Meeting to be held at the Elk’s Lodge May 30, 2019 at 6pm. 

 
Subcommittee Reports 
11.1 ESMAC Land Use 
11.2 ESMAC Safety - Andrew Chahrour expressed interest in Safety Committee 
11.3 ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach 

 
Announcements:  Community Clean up tentative the 1st Sat in October 2019 

Adjournment: 9:25p Motion to adjourn (Tom Lang, seconded)- Aye: Melinda McLain, 
Jim Hermann, Andrew Chahrour, Joe Sarapochillo, Shirley Winston, Xina Ash  

 

Submitted by Madam Chair Xina Ash 
 









































































Saturday, June 22
9 AM - 1PM

Kayak Clean-up 2019
Sign-up by June 15:

citizens@greenerelsobrante.org

• Free use of boats, parking and a 
quick training on use of kayaks.

• Sign up soon - A limited number 
of kayaks are available. Okay to 
bring personal kayak or canoe.

• Non-kayakers are welcome! We 
will also use a motor boat to 
shuttle to the opposite shore. 

• Potluck lunch in a beautiful 
setting. C4AGES will supply drinks.

Citizens for a Greener El Sobrante invites YOU to participate in our  
4th Annual Clean-up Event at the San Pablo Reservoir
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